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contrary, it was the very purpose announced by Mr. Lincoln
which kindled so intense a flame of resentment and resist-
ance. His Proclamation was regarded as a declaration of
war against the Southern Confederacy—as a deliberate
summons to the people of the two sections, into which his
party and its principles had so hopclessly divided the land,
to shed cach other’s blood, in wantonness and hate. A
scheme so full of wickedness—so utterly subversive of
every principle upon which our government was founded,
and so sure to involve the destruction of that government,
let the fortune of war be what it might—could not but
excite almost to frenzy every fecling of those who sym-
pathized with the people against whom it was fulminated.
Independently, too, of its wantonness and inhumanity, it
was felt and known to be a gross violation of the Constitu-
tion, and without color of lawful authority. The people
of .the seceded States, whether constitutionally or uncon-
stitutionally, had separated themselves from this govern-
ment and established a federal government of their own,
with all the forms of a constitution and all the substantial
attributes of actual independence. Through their consti-
tuted authorities and in their collective capacity, as com-
munitics, they had withdrawn themselves from the Union
—repudiated 1ts laws and excluded its officers, of all sorts,
from the exercise of all functions and jurisdiction. The
United States Government no longer had among them
cither courts to issue, or marshals to cxecute process.
They had substituted ‘their own courts and their own pro-
cesscs, to which they yielded cheerful obedience. The
authority of the Federal Government was in fact dead
within their limits. They were in an attitude towards it,
not only of independence, but of forcible resistance, for
they had repelled the assertion of its.authority over any
portion of their soil, and had subdued, for their own pro-
tection, onc of its fortifications within their borders. The
Confederate Government and that of the United States
were, in fine, belligerents, engaged in actual, though
undeclared war, and with all the rights and responsibili-
tics which it gives and entails. This last is nonc the
less true, because of their being engaged in. civil war, for
that is like any other war, when waged among civilized
people.  Vattel defines the relations which exist in such
cases in terms too clear to be misunderstood, and too well
recognized to be disputed.

¢ A civil war,”” he says, ‘“breaks the bands of socicty
and government, or at least suspends their force and
effect. It produces in the nation two independent parties,



